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THIS EDITION 

¶ Soldiers Christmas Dinner 

¶ General Turner ς The Artillery at 

Bienen ς 75 Years ago 

¶ General Rohmer with 818 Falcon 

Squadron 

¶ 9th Battery 100 Years Ago 

¶ So Much More! 

 

  
 

 
 

ñTake Postò 

The Journal of The Toronto Gunner 

Community 
Edition 3, 19 January, 2015  

 

This journal, ñTake Postò is published bi-

monthly under the authority of the Honorary 

Colonel, 7
th
 Toronto Regiment, Royal 

Canadian Artillery. Take Post reaches out to 

all Gunners and those interested in being part 

of the Regimental Artillery Family of the 

Greater Toronto Area. The purpose is to 

share information and strengthen the ties 

between serving members, retired Gunners, 

Gunner families, friends of the Artillery and 

the greater Toronto and region community.   

 

Notes and Letters to the ñEditorò can be sent to: beno@kos.net  

 

 

Message From 7
th

 Toronto Command Team  

 

Welcome to ñTake Postôsò third edition.  As we reflect on 2014ôs accomplishments and look 

ahead to 2015, the Command Team is humbled by the spirit of engagement that marks 7
th
 

Toronto Regiment RCA, and itôs extended Regimental Community, as leaders within the 

Canadian Militia. 

 

Building on renewal of two independently operating field batteries, the Regiment aims to 

conduct Exercise BLACK HAND in March, a wholly 7
 
Toronto Regimental-fires exercise, 

underscoring a rare level of collective capability within the Army Reserve.  Together with 2 
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Commanding Officers Commendation 

From Left to right are: RSM 7 Tor Regt, MWO 

Reyes; Bdr J. Browne; CO 7 Tor Regt, LCol 

Szabunio; 32 CBG Comd, Col Hobbs ;  and 32 CBG 

BSM, CWO Lawson 

Regimental pride surges as the 

CO, LCol Szabunio, marks 

renewed tradition at the 

Soldiersô Christmas Dinner 

RCHA, the Unit is actively planning the August summer 

concentration, while anticipating Domestic Operations 

during Torontoôs PANAM Games in July. 

 

Nearly 100 serving Gunners, associates and guests, 

including Toronto Police Chief Bill Blair, attended the St. 

Barbaraôs Day celebration this past December.  New mess 

traditions abound: ñSubbiesô Carollingò builds relationships 

between unit members and with other Moss Park Armoury 

units; and the New Yearôs Eve ñGrapeshot Mock Ball,ò and 

Officersô Mess Levée breakfast, saw over 40 family 

members and Unit friends present.  

 

Culmination in 2015 will be marked by 

an institutionalised Regimental Senate, 

which includes affiliated Cadet units and 

a revitalised Foundation.  The Senate is 

already driving Garrison Ball 2015, in 

concert with the NHL Alumni Hockey 

for Heroes Challenge, and is reaching out 

to other units to catalyse a Toronto-area 

óMuseum of the Regimentsô initiative.  If 

that werenôt enough, the Regimental 

Community showed outstanding 

leadership by raising and contributing in 

excess of $5000 to the McCrae statue project in Ottawa, showing that we punch well above our 

weight. 

 

These achievements, backed-up by an evident degree of competence, give our Regimental 

Community a high degree of credibility and voice.  Make no mistake, 7
th
 Toronto Regiment has 

strong influence, from the tactical to the strategic levels of our Army and civic communities, 

thanks in no small part to your enthusiastic commitment. 
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Saint Barbaraôs Day Dinner with 

Chief Bill Blair, Toronto Police 

Services 

 

The RSM and I sincerely appreciate all you are doing to make our Regiment a guiding beacon 

within the Canadian Army and Militia for generations to come. 

 

ð Master Warrant Officer P. Mardie Reyes, Regimental Sergeant-Major 

ð Lieutenant-Colonel Paul A. Szabunio, Commanding Officer 

ð  

 
 

32 Canadian Brigade Group Commendation 

From Left to right:  RSM 7 Tor Regt, MWO Reyes; CO 7 Tor Regt, LCol Szabunio; Sgt Kase; 

Sgt Spanos; 32 CBG Comd, Col Hobbs ; Bdr Krulevich and 32 CBG BSM, CWO Lawson 

 

 

A Shot Downrange ï Words from Honorary Colonel Ernest Beno 

 

Happy New Year to all, and I wish the Regiment, our 

families and the greater Gunner community a wonderful 

2015. Certainly the Regiment has been busy, but good busy. 

What a great turnout we had in the first parade of the New 

Year but also at our Soldiers Christmas Dinner and New 

Yearôs Levee.  

 

My special thanks for the visit by Colonel Dwayne Hobbs, 

the Brigade Commander 32 Brigade, and his Brigade 

Sergeant Major CWO Lawson. They participated in 

ñCommandersô Hoursò with the Gunners and 
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Bombardiers/Master Bombardiers, and then with the Warrant 

Officers and Senior NCOs of 7
th
 Tor. They provided insights to 

members of the Regiment and responded to questions from all ranks. 

I was impressed that they were so open, forthcoming and 

informative, and I was equally impressed with the sincere, 

meaningful and articulate questions from the floor. On behalf of all 

ranks, my thanks to Colonel Hobbs and CWO Lawson. Also my 

thanks to members of the Regiment ï your interest and sincerity 

demonstrates to me and to Colonel Hobbs that all ranks in 7
th
 

Toronto are tremendously dedicated in serving Canada and serious about their Military 

profession.  

 

I have been equally impressed with the dedication of our 

supporters and volunteers ï be it the Band, the Limber 

Gunners, our Foundation, the ñToronto Gunners,ò our 

Cadets or our Garrison Ball Committee. Iôll just talk a 

bit about the latter ï this committee, headed up by our 

Captain (Retired) David Burnett, of the Toronto 

Gunners is putting together a tremendous program for 

this gala event ï the social event of the year for the 

Toronto Garrison (March 28
th
). David has attracted 

strong and vibrant committee organizing all aspects of the Ball, and they are truly ñon the ball!ò 

The website is up and running, sponsors are supporting the financial requirements, tickets are 

selling, programs are being finalized, VIPs are being invited, music is being planned, and 

everything is falling in place as expected. This is a major Military operation demonstrating all 

those features of successful military planning and execution: Command driven, exercising 

ñMission Command,ò collaborative planning, effective liaison and coordination, clarity in 

direction and instructions, outstanding ñBattle Procedureò as activities unfold, and great 

teamwork all around. All very impressive, and I am most confident that our Regiment will again 

set the standard for others ï and all who join in for the Garrison Ball will have a wonderful and 

memorable evening.  

 

While I have the floor, Iôd like to say a few words about our Honorary 

Lieutenant-Colonel ï Tom Bitove. I cannot be more pleased that 7
th
 

Toronto has him as an honorary. I have met few people as sharp, astute 

and focussed as he is ï and yet so humble. I just want all ranks in the 

Regiment to know that we have a great community leader on our team 

(The Order of Ontario says it all), and an outstanding supporter of our 

Regiment. He is ever in the background but quick to step up to the 

plate to guide, lead and act. I ask that all ranks continue to engage in 
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discussions with Hon Colonel Tom ï reach out to him 

and tell him about what you do as a gunner and tell 

him about your skills, experiences, aspirations and 

your job in the Regiment. We can all be so very 

thankful for having Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel 

Tom Bitove wearing our uniform and being on our 

team.  

 

 

In closing this newsletter, again, welcome into 2015, which will be a busy but productive and 

meaningful year for 7
th
 Toronto Regiment.  

 

Good Shooting! UBIQUE!! Hon Col Ernest Beno, OMM, CD 

 

 
 

7th Toronto Regt Honorary Colonel Commendation 

From Left to right are: RSM 7 Tor Regt, MWO Reyes; CO 7 Tor Regt, LCol Szabunio; Gnr 

Altobello; HCol BGen Beno; 32 CBG Comd, Col Hobbs ;  and 32 CBG BSM, CWO Lawson 
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Captain W.W. Turner sitting on his tank in 

The Rhineland awaiting orders to move on 

further into Germany 

 

Brigadier General Turner at War   
 

The Destruction of an Enemy OP at Bienen, following the Crossing of the Rhine 

 

On 23 March 1945, all the divisions of the 21
st
 Army Group 

were now in position to support the 15
th
 Scottish Lowland 

Division and the 51
st
 Highland Division, the two divisions 

allocated to the actual crossing of the Rhine.  The crossing 

was somewhere near Rees.  All the guns of the 21
st
 Army 

Group were allocated to support the two divisions doing the 

crossing.  The Rhine River was about 500 yards wide at the 

point selected to cross the Rhine. 

 

We were issued a map of the area with several hundred 

targets printed on it.  We spent the better part of two days 

plotting these targets on our artillery boards and working out 

the ñline and rangeò for all these targets and recording them on target records.  All we had to do 

then was keep them up to date with the latest corrections for meteor (temperature, wind speed 

and direction, etc).  This was done every four hours.  

 

The artillery consisted of about 1,400 guns of all calibres - super heavy, 9.2 inch, 5.5 inch and 25 

pounders.  A representative from each artillery formation reported to the BMRA of the 51
st
 

Highland Division who was controlling the fire.  I 

was sent as the representative of the 4
th
 Canadian 

Armoured Division.  I reported to the BMRA who 

directed me to a tent attached to his Command Post.  

There must have been over 20 officers in the tent, 

each representing the various artillery formations in 

support of the crossing.  I found a table and chair and 

directed my signaller to bring the radio remote into 

the tent.  I spread out the large map with the Rhine 

crossing area and with all the targets plotted on it.  

We were located about 1,000 yards from our side of 

the Rhine. 

  

As the battle for the crossing proceeded we were 

fully engaged in firing ñYokeò (Army Group) targets 

as ordered by the FOOôs who crossed the Rhine with 

the leading troop formations.  There were also FOOôs 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://everitas.rmcclub.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/WW-Turner-Sunday-Morning-March-to-the-Arch.jpg&imgrefurl=http://everitas.rmcclub.ca/?cat=36&h=2379&w=2277&tbnid=iRbqzbZdyEMcxM:&zoom=1&docid=u2uzpxQ_fFhhqM&ei=sIOAVPKjN8uRyASFoYGADQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CD0QMygWMBY&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=4912&page=2&start=15&ndsp=19
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who parachuted in with the airborne troops.  It was a busy but very exciting time. 

  

At one point the CO of the Black Watch (British) called the BMRA on the radio and said he was 

completely pinned down.  Every time they moved forward they were fired on by enemy artillery.  

He thought the enemy fire was directed by an enemy OP located in the church tower in the small 

village of Bienen.  He asked for one medium gun to try to bring down the tower.  The BMRA 

asked him how far his battalion was from the tower.  The CO replied ñabout 400 yards.ò  The 

BMRA told him to keep their heads down and donôt move.  He then turned to everyone in the 

tent and ordered ñTarget No. 1234 - all engage, scale one.  Time on Target (TOT) in 7 minutes.ò  

(He gave the actual time.)  Each of us in the tent passed on these fire orders to our respective 

artillery formation.  This meant, in this case, that approximately 1,400 HE rounds would land at 

exactly the same second on the church tower in Bienen ï or somewhere near it!  We in the tent 

listened and at TOT minus 40-45 seconds, we could hear the super heavyôs, the 9.2 inch guns, 

followed by the medium guns and then between 10 and 15 seconds before TOT, the 25 pounders 

opened fire. 

 

At exactly TOT we heard all 1,400 rounds explode on 

the village in a huge crump.  The BMRA waited about a 

minute and then called the CO of the Black Watch on 

the radio and asked him if we had been lucky and hit the 

church tower.  The CO replied ñhit the tower ï my God, 

the whole fucking village has disappeared and there 

isnôt much left but a pile of rubble.ò  Bienen had been a 

pleasant little village on the far bank of the Rhine.  

 

Our advance continued and gradually we all crossed the 

Rhine and continued our advance into Germany.  My 

Regiment crossed the Rhine on a pontoon bridge named 

ñUncle Stanleyôs Bridge.ò (Named after our C.C.R.A., 

Brigadier Stanley Todd.)  

 

On one of 

our family holiday tours when we were stationed 

with the 4
th
 Canadian Infantry Brigade Group in 

Germany, we drove through Bienen.  The church 

tower and the church had been rebuilt using many 

of the original bricks.  The village was now rebuilt 

and expanded into a larger village. 

------  
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Note from the Editor:  Brigadier General WW Turner was Colonel 

Commandant 1979 to 1986 and trained with 7
th
 Toronto Regiment prior 

to deploying overseas in World War II. 

 

The purpose of presenting this article to readers is to remind us all of the 

tremendous power of Artillery (when needed, greater than an Infantry 

Division), on immediate call to a Forward Observer Captain. This is still 

the case today, where a FOO can call in more resources to deal with a 

specific type of threat than can a Battalion Commander. 

 

As an aside, my wifeôs motherôs family originally came from the ñLow Countriesò before the 

creation of the nations of Germany and Holland. One day I came into the Fort Frontenac Mess 

in Kingston and I overheard General Turner telling fellow Gunners about his battle of Bienen. I 

said that I knew Bienen, and that I rode a bike out there (in Germany, just across the border 

from Holland) just two weeks earlier. I was in the village of Bienen looking for the tombstones of 

my mother-in-lawôs great-great grandparents ï and there wasnôt a stone left!!! Well, he got quite 

a chuckle out of that, and apologized!  

Tablet at Bienen 
 

THIS TABLET HAS BEEN PLACED BY A 

GROUP OF SURVIVING CANADIAN 

VETERANS OF THE NORTH NOVA SCOTIA 

HIGHLANDERS, 3 CANADIAN INFANTRY 

DIVISION, IN PROUD AND GRATEFUL 

MEMORY OF THOSE FORTY MEMBERS OF 

THEIR REGIMENT WHO FELL IN BATTLE 

AT BIENEN, GERMANY ON SUNDAY, MARCH 

25,1945 AND IN MEMORY OF THOSE 

FELLOW COMBATANTS OF 9 CANADIAN 

INFANTRY (HIGHLAND) BRIGADE AND 51 

BRITISH HIGHLAND DIVISION WHO DIED 

IN THE SAME BATTLE AND IN THE SAME 

CAUSE AND, AS WELL, IN RESPECTFUL 

MEMORY OF THOSE ADVERSARIES IN THE 

GERMAN ARMY WHO DIED ON THAT SAME 

FATEFUL DAY. 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN, 

AND IN THE MORNING 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

ERRECTED AT BIENEN ON THE 55TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE EVENT, IN THE 

YEAR 2000. 
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818 Toronto Falcon Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Cadets 

 

818 Squadron had a busy fall season commencing with tag days 

fundraising in September and a gliding day at CFB Borden in October, 

peaking with Remembrance Day activities and culminating with a 

seasonal cadet dining in before the Christmas break.  A special thanks to 

parent members of the Squadron Sponsoring Committee for organizing 

this event. 

 

Squadron staff and cadets participated in three Remembrance Day activities. On Saturday, 

November 8
th
, we continued our tradition of assisting the residents of Cummer Lodge, a North 

York nursing home, with their Remembrance Day service.  Special thanks to 7
th
 Toronto 

Regimental Band Sergeant Major and Drum Major, Sgt Darrin Hicks CD, for performing Last 

Post and Reveille.  On the Sunday we marched in the 7
th
ôs church parade as noted in the last 

edition of Take Post.  On November 11
th
, we participated in the provincial ceremony at Queenôs 

park where cadets assisted as escorts to veterans and with organizing and laying of wreaths. 

Cadets were thrilled to have the opportunity to meet MGen (Retôd) Richard Rohmer.    

 

 

Flight Corporals Wang and Al-Shimmary  

with MGen (Retôd) Richard Rohmer, OC, CMM, DFC, OOnt, KStJ, CD 

 

The training program resumed on January 5
th
 after the Christmas break.  In addition to regular 

training, cadets are busy preparing for the selection process for national and regional summer 

training programs as well as upcoming inter-squadron/corps sports and marksmanship 

competitions. 

See: http://818torontofalcon.weebly.com/info-on-818-cadets.html  

http://818torontofalcon.weebly.com/info-on-818-cadets.html
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The Band of the 7
th

 Toronto Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery  

 

Christmas is a social time of the year. The band held itôs annual Christmas party in Sergeantôs 

mess at Moss Park on December 8
th
. This year was a huge success. Especially important to note 

was that the event was attended by many of the Senior Officers, Limber Gunner Association, and 

a record number of band members. The evening was a spectacular display of camaraderie and 

presentation of door prizes and award. 

Traditionally, band members donate gifts for the door prizes which are raffled out throughout the 

evening. Under the organization of Cpl Forrester, Musician Trish Beck, Musician Anne Arrigo, 

and contributions from others in the band, presentation of the ñReal Bandò awards were 

presented to those who deservingly or otherwise throughout the year displayed instances of silly 

humanity. It is a lighter side to the band that has been a constant to help us keep it ñRealò. 

 

We do present the Bandsman of the Year at the 

party. This is the only serious point in the 

evening. The voting has been open to the 

members of the band who have won it in 

previous years. The criteria for the honour of the 

award has been: ñThe recipient will be one who 

has shown dedication to the band, always 

worked for the betterment of the group, is a 

good ambassador and makes him or herself 

available for many of the bandôs commitments.ò  

 Musician Gerry Reidt recipient of the Bandsman of the 

year with CO Col Paul Szabunio and Lt Nick Arrigo 

This yearôs recipient has been with the band for many 

years. He is always ready to step up, and he is always 

accommodating to the needs of the band. The band 

members decided this yearôs recipient was Musician 

Gerry Reidt.  

 

The band assisted the efforts of WO Bechmanis on 

December 20 and performed some Christmas music at the Childrenôs Christmas Party. They 

entertained little one as they waited for the arrival of a special elf. Musicians included Corporal 

Amy Sandford, WO Ray Woodhams, Lt. Nick Arrigo, Musicians Anne Arrigo, Gerry Reidt, WO 

retired Phil Trow. A big thank you goes out to them for volunteering their time.  
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All ranks dinner and St Barbaraôs Dinner 

The Artillery Band provided musical selections and entertainment for the St Barbaraôs dinner on 

December 5
th
 and the Regiment at theAll Ranks dinner on December 13

th
. The St Barbaraôs Day 

guests were entertained with Show tunes, marches, Christmas favourites and many Artillery 

tunes.  

 

The All Ranks dinner experienced an Artillery version of óTwas The Night Before Christmas, 

Sleigh Ride and 7 versus of Screw Guns (A catchy Christmas tune!!!) 

 

Upcoming events: 

¶ January 31 2-3 Sit down concert Copernicus Lodge  

¶ February 9 SAV (visit from Captain Richer (Supervisor of Reserve Bands) 

¶ March 28 Mess Dinner at the Garrison Ball  
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ñTis The Seasonò Soldiers Christmas Dinner: A Holiday Tradition 

Enjoyed By All 
 

By 2Lt Galloway 

 

On December 13th, 7th Toronto Regiment held their annual Soldiersô Christmas dinner. This 

highly anticipated festivity once again proved a great way to wrap up the first half of the training 

year before standing down for the Christmas break. After conducting numerous mandatory 

annual lectures in the morning the officers and senior NCO's of the Regiment rewarded the 

Junior Ranks for their hard work by serving them a delicious turkey dinner on the parade square 

at Moss Park Armory. This dinner was highlighted by the presentation of several awards and 

promotions, and the music of the 7 Toronto Band led by Lt. Nick Arrigo.  

 

Once again the junior ranks provided a stellar rendition of ñScrew Gunsò, spilled cups and all. 

Also, as is the tradition, Bdr McCulloch, as the youngest member of the junior ranks in 

attendance had the honour of being named acting CO for the dinner. Likewise, the oldest 

member of the junior ranks, Bdr Yu was named acting RSM. Both did an outstanding job and 

may have a term as the 7 Tororont Regt Command Team in their distant future.  

 

The dinner was enjoyed by all and was followed by members retiring to their respective messes 

to celebrate the holiday season. Not to be forgotten was the morning delivery of goods gathered 

from the Unit Christmas Charity Drive to the local affiliate of the Salvation Army.   

 

 
Exchanging of Tunics between CO 7 Tor Regt, LCol Szabunio and A/CO for the dinner, 

Bombardier McCulloch. 


